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CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
Saturday, July 9th 

Watson Trails Park – Sunset Hills, MO 
 

We are sorry to announce that this event has been 

cancelled. 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

 

GREAT RIVER ROAD TOUR 
Saturday, August 13th 

Grafton to Brussells, IL 
 

  Please join us and enjoy a leisurely drive up the River 

Road on your own and meet at the Loading Dock at 401 

Front St, Grafton, IL 62037, before 11 AM.  Please use 

the Loading Dock’s indoor parking area.   We will have an 

“early morning eye opener” and gather together before we 

proceed further up the River Road to the Brussels Ferry 

and across the river to the historic Wittmond Hotel in 

Brussells, IL.  Our host at the Wittmond will be retired 

Calhoun County Prosecutor of 25 years, Charles Burch and 

his wife Judy. 
 

Conrad Wittmond built the first portion of what would 

become the Wittmond Hotel in 1847. With the rapid growth 

of the riverboat trade after the Civil War, the family saw a 

need to provide accommodations to river travelers. In 1885, 

they renovated a two-story brick house that formerly 

housed the Brussels post office, adding 15 rooms for 

overnight guests. In 1905 Carl Wittmond, was born. In 

addition to operating the Wittmond Hotel for most of his 92 

years, Carl also served six terms in the Illinois House of 

Representatives. With the passing of Carl Wittmond in 

1997, ownership of The Wittmond Hotel transferred to the 

Burch family, descendants of Carl's sister Virginia Wittmond 

Burch. Today, two generations of the Burch family are 

actively involved with the Wittmond Hotel. 
 

After a tour of the hotel we will be eating in the hotel 

restaurant where the menu is family style so bring you 

appetite with you.  Please contact Melissa or Mike 

Seymour at coyote1530@charter.net to sign-up and 

reserve your spot for this fun event.   
 

 

ANNUAL FALL PICNIC AND SHOW AND SHINE 
CAR SHOW 

Saturday, September 10th 

Museum of Transportation 
 

  Please join us Saturday, September 10th for our Annual Fall 
Picnic.  Our picnic will begin at noon on the upper lot of the 
museum, and the food will be served around 1:00.  The 
Museum of Transportation is located at 3015 Barrett 
Station Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122.  Jerry Wille has graciously 
offered to organize our Show and Shine Car Show.  Whether 
old or new, clean up and shine your favorite Mercedes for our 
show!  Parking will be blocked off for the Show and Shine 
participants.  Prizes will be awarded to the three cars that 
gather the most votes. 
 

Lunch will include hamburgers, bratwurst, hotdogs, potato 
salad, baked beans, and a tomato, cucumber, and onion 
salad.  Along with lunch, you’ll receive admission to the 
museum and a train ride wristband.  To attend, please mail a 
check made payable to: ‘MBCA, St. Louis Gateway 
Section’, for $15 per person, to Dan Valle at 3320 Town 
and Country Ln, St. Charles, MO 63301.  RSVP to Dan at 
dvalle1@earthlink.net no later than September 1st, so that 
catering arrangements can be finalized. 
 

Please note that alcohol is not allowed on the premises due to 
museum and St. Louis County Parks regulations.  We will 
have plenty of water, soda, and tea on hand.  There is no 
need to bring anything.  Your $15 covers all food, drinks, and 
admission to the museum, plus ride ticket.  More information 
about the Museum of Transportation can be found at 
transportmuseumassociation.org.  Our picnic will conclude 
at 3:30.  See you there ! 
 

 

Election of our Section Officers is now in progress. Those 

standing for office are: 

President Steve Jacquemin 

Vice President  Dan Valle 

Treasurer  Dana Faerber 

Secretary  Jennie Hible 

You may cast your vote electronically at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MJBMZXL 

Voting closes on Sep 1st at 6 pm 
 

See additional information on page 4 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MJBMZXL
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                      2015 MBCA  
   SAINT  LOUIS  GATEWAY SECTION            
               Officers and Board Members 
 
 

   SECTION OFFICERS 
       

   President                                              Dan Valle 
      Dvalle1@earthlink.net 
      314.495.7276 
 

   Vice President                                      Ed Barutio 
      edbarutio2@att.net 
      636.273.9046 
 

  Secretary                                               Dodie Frank 
      dodiejerroy@yahoo.com 
      314.961.8881  
 

    Treasurer                                              Dana Faerber 
       ronfaerber@sbcglobal.net 
       314.434.4269 
   

 BOARD MEMBERS 
    

    Alan Barker 
      alan-barker@att.net, 314.962.6857    
    
    Mimi Barutio 
       mimibarutio@att.net, 636.273.9046 
    

    Bob Frank (Newsletter Editor) 
       rsfrank1@aol.com, 636.273.9820 
     

    Kay Frank (Newsletter Editor) 
       kay.frank7@gmail.com, 636.273.9820 
         

    Aaron Hible (Webmaster) 
       636.328.7025 
       rahible@hotmail.com 
       http://stlgateway.mbca.org  (SLGS website) 
 

    Jennie Hible (Membership) 
       jenniehible@hotmail.com, 636.328.7025 
 

    Frank Perry        
       frankperry401@msn.com, 314.839.4862 
     

    Patti Siefert 
      patti.siefert@att.net, 314.378.0432 
 
 

    Rick Siefert (Central Regional Director) 
                       (Section President Emeritus)       

       rick.siefert@att.net, 314.435.1903 

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

  It's hard to believe that two years have 
passed since I was given the privilege of 
serving as President of your St. Louis 
Gateway Section. My term is coming to an 
end; however, I'm happy to report that we've 
identified a very qualified successor. 
 

Steve Jacquemin has graciously volunteered 
to lead our Section once again.  Steve 
previously held the title of President twice 
before.  He will make a wonderful addition to 
our board.  I encourage you to cast your 
ballot for Steve. 
 
I have truly enjoyed serving you these last 
couple of years.  I have made many new 
friendships, and I have a new appreciation for 
all the volunteerism that makes our club 
great.  
 

Michelle and I will continue to participate in as 
many events as we can.  As many of you 
know, we have two young boys, and their 
extracurricular activities are starting to 
dominate our calendar. 
 
Please make sure to cast your ballot online 
so we can ensure a smooth transition. The 
transition will be effective on October 1.  I will 
serve as Steve's Vice President to assist him 
as he gets re-acclimated to his role as our 
President. 
 

Thank you for the kind words and support 
you've offered me these past two years. 
 

Auf Wiedersehen, 
 

Dan 
  
⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

 
OUR MISSION - The mission of the Mercedes-Benz Club 

of America, and specifically the St. Louis Gateway 

Section, is to provide the owners of Mercedes-Benz 

automobiles a higher level of ownership.  This is 

accomplished by affording club members a unique 

opportunity to participate and share with fellow members 

the wonderful experience of owning and driving, what is 

universally recognized as the first, and continues today, to 

be one of the finest luxury motorcars in the world. 
 

mailto:ronfaerber@sbcglobal.net
mailto:alan-barker@att.net
mailto:mimibarutio@att.net
mailto:rsfrank1@aol.com
mailto:kay.frank7@gmail.com
mailto:jenniehible@hotmail.com
mailto:frankperry401@msn.com
mailto:patti.siefert@att.net
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St. Louis Gateway Section Election 
 

As noted on page 1, election of Section Officers is now 
open.  You can vote electronically at: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MJBMZXL 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter electronically you can 
simply click on the link above. The process also allows 
you to write in a candidate.  If you would like a paper ballot 
please contact Bob Frank at rsfrank1@aol.com or phone 
636-273-9820 and he will send you a paper ballot. 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

Dreams' in Geneva 
www.cnet.com 

by Andrew Krok & Chris Paukert 
 

 
 

  It's a rare day when an automaker brings out a 

convertible version of a car before the coupe.  

Mercedes-Benz already unveiled the compact C-Class 

Coupe last year, so it stood to reason that the 

convertible was soon to follow. Now, at the Geneva 

Motor Show, we've finally come full circle as Mercedes 

kicks off its so-called "Year of Dreams" initiative that 

includes an awful lot of convertibles. 
 

Key among those new drop tops is this new C-Class 

Cabriolet.  Unsurprisingly, the convertible is awfully similar 

to the Coupe -- nearly every basic dimension is the same, 

save for a 0.2-inch taller roof on the top drop.  Otherwise, 

the cars are nearly the same, and that goes for their 

design as well, which mimics the larger S-Class Coupe 

and convertible, just shrunken down a bit.  Given how 

attractive the six-figure S-Class Cabriolet is, that's a good 

thing.  As with both the sedan and coupe, C-Class 

Cabriolet buyers will have plenty of tech from which to 

choose.  The infotainment system can be upgraded to an 

8.4-inch non-touchscreen infotainment system with 

navigation and Wi-Fi hotspot capability.  Fans of limited 

hands-off driving can opt for Mercedes' wonderful 

Distronic suite of active safety equipment, including full-

speed adaptive cruise control, lane keep assist and 

autonomous emergency braking. 
 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MJBMZXL


The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results. The initial Confident 
Retirement conversation provides an overview of financial planning concepts. You will not receive written 
analysis and/or recommendations.
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.,  
a registered investment adviser. 
© 2014 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (7/14)

Take charge of your dream  
for a confident retirement.

DAN HIRSCH, RFC®

Financial Advisor 
Managing Director

14755 North Outer Forty, Ste 500
Chesterfield, MO, 63017
636.534.2027
dan.g.hirsch@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/dan.g.hirsch 
CA Insurance #0C12876
AR Insurance #376363

The American dream is of a better future. A confident 
retirement. Those dreams have taken a beating lately.  
As an Ameriprise financial advisor, I’m dedicated to 
helping you keep your dreams alive. By listening,  
planning, working with you one-on-one. I’ll help you  
build a plan to take charge of your future. So you can  
retire your way, with confidence.

Call me at 
636.534.2027 for 
a complimentary 
initial Confident 
Retirement® 
conversation.



The Jim Weddle Car Collection – May 16th, 2016 
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On Monday, May 16th, members of the St. Louis Gateway section were afforded the unique opportunity to see a 
great private car collection.  
Jim Weddle and his wife 
Stacey, graciously allowed us 
to view their collection, while 
treating us to wine, beer and 
snacks.  We knew we were in 
for a real treat when we saw 
the exceptionally restored dark 
blue Mercedes 300SL with red 
interior located at the entrance 
to Jim’s facility.  With the gull 
wing doors open the pristine 
interior was in full view.  We 
then entered the main area 
where we saw a wide variety of 
cars, from a 1937 Cord to a 
2015 Ferrari California.  Many 
of the cars represented unique 
models of their mark, such as 
the 1963 fuel injected split 

window Corvette and the first generation 1955 Ford Thunderbird.  It was interesting to note that almost all the cars 
had current registrations and that Jim often drives the cars to various car shows.  This was a great event and the 
section owes a special thanks to the Weddles for being such welcoming hosts and allowing us to view these great 
cars.  A big thank you goes out to our president, Dan Valle, for coordinating this event.    

      



The Jim Weddle Car Collection – May 16th, 2016 
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Annual St Louis European Auto Show – June 5th, 2016 
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On Sunday, June 5th, our section members entered their cars in the 29th Annual St. Louis European Auto Show at 
the Taubman Prestige Outlets in Chesterfield, MO.  The weather was terrific this year and the show was great.  Over 

the last quarter century, this show 
has grown from a small group of St 
Louis area European cars to over 
200 cars.   Entry donations go to 
support the work of STL Arc, which 
is a nonprofit, United Way agency 
that provides support and services 
to more than 3,500 adults and 
children with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, and 
their families, throughout the St. 
Louis metropolitan area.  In 
addition to showing off our cars, 
this show is an opportunity to 
entice new members to join our 
club.  As in the past we had our 
tent and banners along with copies 
of the St. Louis Gateway Section 
newsletter and copies of The Star 

magazine.  We had a number of Mercedes entered this year; 
Courtney Jones won the award for the best Mercedes-Benz 
with his 1970 280SL.  Thanks to our President, Dan Valle, and 
our Regional Director, Rick Siefert, for setting up our tent and 
banners.  More photos on page 13.   
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Annual St Louis European Auto Show  - June 5th, 2016 
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First Annual Defiance Car Show – June 19th, 2016 
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On Father’s day, Sunday, June 19th, many members of the St. Louis Gateway Section attended the first annual 
Defiance, Missouri Car Show.  This event was held on the wide-open spaces of the Wine Country Gardens in 
Defiance, Missouri.  This was the second car show on our June calendar but it had a different ambiance as it 
included any make and model of car.  So we had a 1966 Pontiac GTO next to a 2013 Mercedes SLK 55, and a 1930 
Ford coupe Street rod next to a 2014 BMW.  In all, there were over 140 cars on display.  The proceeds of this great 

Car Show will go to Ride on St. Louis, which serves 
children and adults with disabilities, US Veterans and 
the disadvantaged youth of the greater St. Louis 
metropolitan area.  The organization uses the unique 
movement of the horse to gain physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual improvements in the lives of 
those they serve.   
 

At Wine Country Gardens we could sit on a patio 
overlooking a beautiful view of St. Charles County, 
with the cars staged on grass and a glass of wine, 
beer, or our favorite beverage choice in hand.  
Several members of our Section volunteered to help 
position cars and help with registration.  Once again 
we had copies of our Section newsletter and The Star 

magazine available for prospective new members.  Section members Courtney Jones and Bob Frank won awards in 
the European section for their 1970 280SL and 2006 SLK55 respectively.  The persons responsible for the overall 
organization of this event were our very own Gary and Gail Griffin.  We pass along our thanks to them for what is a 
tremendous amount of work they accomplished to make this event a great success.  



First Annual Defiance Car Show – June 19th, 2016 
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CARS AND PARTS FOR SALE 
 

280S Sedan, 1971, Dark Green w/Cognac 
interior.  105,xxx miles.  Weber carbs, 
electronic ignition, 4-speed manual 
transmission, 2.75 rear axle, cold AC, recent 
rebuild of AC system, including new 
compressor, dryer, large hose, & expansion 
valve, recent replacement of rear axle wheel 
bearings & seals, all records since new.  
$17,900.  Alan Barker at 314.962.6857 or 
alan-barker@att.net. 
 
4 AMG-style rims, tires, sensors, and bolts 
from a 2010 CL550.  Complete set - Like NEW 
!  Continental Pro MS radial tires (E85Jx 19H2 
255/40R19 100V).  Retail price - $7,500.  Best 
offer.  Bill Decker at 314.578.1340 or 
whdeck@aol.com. 
 

450SL, 1976, Astral Silver w/ red 
interior.  72,500 miles.  Hardtop with rolling 
stand, original soft top in A-1 condition.  This 
gem is original and has been properly 
maintained by Legend and Machens 
Mercedes-Benz in Columbia, MO.  This M-B is 
ready to drive anywhere/any place.  A Dream 
Car for just $11,900 OBO.  Michael Koch at 
cedarcrestvineyards@gmail.com or 
573.230.6497. 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS TO 
ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION MEMBERS 

 

ADS WILL RUN FOR (2) CONSECUTIVE 
NEWSLETTERS. 

TO RE-RUN, ADS MUST BE RESUBMITTED. 
 

If you would like to place an advertisement, please mail 
or e-mail it by the 15th of the month to: 

 

Rick Siefert 
rick.siefert@att.net 

367 West Manor Drive 
Chesterfield, Missouri 63017 

      
 
 

St. Louis Gateway Section 
2016 Events 

 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 
 

July 9 
Christmas in July  

CANCELLED 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

August 13 
Great River Road And Ferry Crossing  

Alton, IL 
 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

September 10 
Club Picnic  

The Museum of Transportation  
 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

November 5&6 
Overnight Stay At  

Pere Marquette Lodge  
Pere Marquette State Park, IL 

 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

November 7 
Annual Planning Meeting  

Moolah Shrine Center  
 
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

December 3 
Holiday Party  

 
⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

 

January 2017  
New Year’s Brunch  

 

mailto:cedarcrestvineyards@gmail.com
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

Please help our membership grow.  Member referrals are 
the best way to recruit new members.  And, for each 
referral, you, as an existing MBCA member, will receive 
a FREE month of club membership, simply added on to 
your current membership period. 
 

To the many of you who referred your family, friends, 
neighbors, and business associates to become a part of 
our Club, thank you so much for contributing to the 
success of the St. Louis Gateway Section.  
 

Since the last publication of the Gateway News, we are 
proud to announce and WELCOME the following new 
members: 

 

Paul Haueisen 
Aleta Mitchell 
Brad Pittenger 
Dolon Silimon 
Melvin Smith 
Scot Weaver 

 

Welcome to the St. Louis Gateway Section of the 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America.  We have over 250 
members within a 200-mile radius of St. Louis & invite 
you to join us at our Events. 
 

The success of our Club depends on the participation of 
the members to our scheduled activities.  Thank you for 
joining.  We look forward to seeing you at our next event. 
 

- The St. Louis Gateway Section Officers & Board Members -  
 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 

 

ST. LOUIS GATEWAY SECTION  
on FACEBOOK 

 

 
 

Mercedes-Benz Club of America 
St. Louis Gateway Section 

 

⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔⇔ 
 

ALSO BE SURE TO VISIT 
 OUR WEBSITE AT 

 

https://stlgateway.mbca.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

https://stlgateway.mbca.org/


 

St. Louis Gateway Section 
17500 Garden Ridge Circle 
Wildwood, MO 63038 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas In July 
CANCELLED 

Saturday, July 9th 
 

Great River Road Tour 
Grafton to Brussells, IL 

Saturday, August 13th  
 

ANNUAL FALL PICNIC AND  
SHOW & SHINE CAR SHOW 

Museum of Transportation 

Saturday, September 10th  
 


